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to taste these execrable liquors, and perish in their first
essays of debauchery. For such is the quality of these
spirits, that they are sometimes fatal to those who indis-
creetly venture upon them without caution, and whose
stomachs have not been prepared for large draughts, by
proper gradations of intemperance; a single spoonful has
been found sufficient to hurry two children to the grave.

It is, therefore, my opinion, that those whose stations
and employments make it their duty to superintend the
conduct of their fellow-subjects, ought to contrive some
other law on this occasion; ought to endeavour to rescue
the common people from the infatuation which is become
general amongst them, and to withhold from them the
means of wickedness. That instead of complying with
their prejudices, and flattering their appetites, they should
exert that authority with which they are intrusted in a
steady and resolute opposition to predominant vices; and
without having recourse to gentle arts, and temporizing
expedients, snatch out of their hands at once those instru-
ments which are only "of use for criminal purposes, and
take from their mouths that draught with which, however
delicious it may seem, they poison at once themselves and
their posterity.

The only argument which can be offered in defence of
this bill, is the necessity of supporting the expenses of the
war, arid the difficulty of raising money by any other
method. The necessity of the war, my lords, I am not
about to call in question, nor is it very consistent with my
character to examine the method in which it has been
carried on ; but this I can boldly assert, that however just,
however necessary, however prudently prosecuted, and
however successfully concluded, it can produce no advan-
tages equivalent to the national sobriety and industry, and
am certain that no publick advantage ought to be purchased
at the expense of publick virtue.

But, my lords, I hope we are not yet reduced to the un-
happy choice either of corrupting our people, or submitting
to our enemies; nor do I doubt but that supplies may be
obtained by methods less pernicious to the publick, and